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The Bishop with 14 of the clergy at Tung Hai University, 
Tai Chung for a 2-day Retreat. 
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THE TAIWAN EPISCOPAL CHURCH MAGAZINE September — 1983 
Editor: Canon Archie Briggs 


FROM THE BISHOP: — 


‘Let us speak the truth in love’ (Ephesians 4 : 15). 


In Sunday School, I remember a hymn (author anonymous) urging us to speak the 
truth at all times. It inspired me then: it inspires me now. In many ways, the world seems 


to have forgotten this virtue. 


The story of George Washington, as a child, chopping down his father’s favourite 
cherry tree is well known. Eventually he owned up to the misdeed — speaking the truth — : 


a good example to set before children today. 


‘‘Honesty is the best policy’? — says the old tag. Part of a good rule of life is self- 
examination daily by this standard ... for bribery, counterfeiting, corruption, fraud, 
embezzlement, cheating, are very much part of modern society. St John’s Gospel has as 
its opening verse... . “In the beginning was the Word .. The Word is the word of God, the 
word of honesty, the word of love. St Paul re-iterates this concept by exhorting us to speak 
the truth in love. “Love each other genuinely” is the motto of many schools. It ought to 


be equally so, in family, community, and church. 


Mary of Magdala — a sinner — out of whom our Lord cast seven seven devils — having 
owned up to her shortcomings, knew the joy of sins forgiven. She was the first witness 
to the truth of our Lord’s resurrection and as such is commemorated by the Church. The 
6th Assembly of the World Council of Churches, which I was privileged to attend, was held 
in Canada (Vancouver) from the 24th of July to August the 10th. More than 830 delegates 
from 300 member — churches were present. If all speak the truth in love the aims and 


aspirations of the gathering will have good success. 


The Clergy Retreat took place in Tai Chung (11th to 13th August). Mistakes, weak- 
nesses, short-comings, mis-understandings, were frankly discussed, and prayers offered for 


God’s mercy and forgiveness. 


May grace and courage be ours to speak the truth in love with God and our neighbour. 
‘“Renew thy Church, O Lord, and make it whole’. 
Your servant in Christ, 
+ P.Y. Cheung 
Bishop of Taiwan, R.O.C. 


THE MOTHER CHURCH: 


St. John’s Cathedral, Taipei. 


In February, 1954, Father Yeh Su Yao, an envoy of the Bishop of Hawaii, (the Right 
Reverend Harry S. Kennedy), came to Taipei. In March, 1955, he formed a Bishop’s Com- 
mittee with a view to building a Church for members of the Episcopal Church who were 
refugees from mainland China. With financial help from ‘815’ — the Missionary Headquarters 
of the American Episcopal Church, the ‘ground-breaking’ ceremony was held in November, 
1955, St. John’s Church was consecrated by’Bishop Kennedy on the 16th March 1956, and 
the first deacon—Mark Ma Ying Liang—ordained in 1957. Pretty good going! 


Many priests have since served at St. John’s — Father C.P. Gilson (later Bishop), Father 
John Ling, & Father Chia Meng Chou, — to mention but a few. 


The present Dean — Samuel Chen Ta Tung was installed in 1975, and is the longest 
serving incumbent. Born in Shantung in 1928, his father was a lawyer. He had a very varied 
education with Primary and Secondary education in Tientsin, and High School and University 
(Fu Jen) education in Roman Catholic institutions in Peiping. 


He came to Taiwan in 1949 and worked for 10 years with the Taiwan Monopoly Bureau. 
The greatest influence in his becoming a Christian came from Bishop and Mrs. Gilson. 
Father Gilson (as he then was) baptised him in 1957 and Bishop Kennedy confirmed him 2 
years later in St. Peter’s Church Chia Yi. After theological training, he was ordained deacon 
in 1962 and made priest in 1963. Serving in various districts, — Chia Yi, Kaohsiung, Tainan, 
etc., — he was later Chaplain to the Bishop in Taipei. 


He married in 1965, in Tainan, — his wife being a third generation Christian.’ They 
have 3 children, — twins, now 16, — and a daughter 14. 


Bishop James Wong, with his great penchant for such matters and with oecumenical 
outlook, gave them the Christian names, — Anselm, Basil, and Clare, thus emphasizing the 
Eastern and Western traditions of the Church. 


Anselm —“‘the most Iuminous and penetrating intellect” between St. Augustine and St. 
Thomas Aquinas, was Archbishop of Canterbury from 1033 to 1109. 

Basil—  ‘“‘the Great’? was Bishop of Caesarea from 330 to 371... ‘‘a man of great learning 
and great personal holiness’. 

Clare— (1194 — 1253) greatly admired the teaching of St. Francis of Assisi, and was 
foundress of the ‘Poor Clares’ order for women. (How one wishes we had some 
Anglican Religious Communities in Taiwan!). 


The Services at the Cathedral are the 8-30 a.m. Eucharist in English, with the Chinese 
Celebration at 10 a.m. The congregation at 8-30 — small, interesting, and very mobile, 
provides a forum for business folk and tourists — ‘passing through’. The 10 a.m. Mass is still 
predominantly ‘mainlander in composition. It is always a joy to celebrate at the Cathedral. 
The services are well-ordered, the Church well-appointed, and the linen under the care of 
Mrs. Chen, clean and well laundried. God is indeed glorified. 
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Processing for the ‘breaking 
of the ground’ ceremony. 
1955 


the Choir. 


the High Altar. The Celebrant is Fathe 
Walter P. Morse. A member of thi 
Society of St. John the Evangelist, he 
served in Taiwan for many years, receivec 
the “Good men good deeds’ award, and 
died in 1976, aged 84. 


Dean Samuel Chen, Mrs. Chen, 
and their children. 


Dr John Stott in Taiwan 


Many years ago I had the privilege of meeting Dr. John Stott in London, then three 
weeks ago I was reminded of this meeting when I again met Dr. Stott in Taiwan, this was 
after he had addressed a meeting in the Shuang Lein Presbyterian Church on the evening of 
the 19th June. I was reminded of how this great man of God came to the rescue of my late 
co-worker Miss Gladys Aylward. .This was in 1966 when Miss Aylward arrived in London for 
what was to be her last visit. At that time she was in need of some where to stay and Dr. 
Stott very kindly offered her accommodation in All Souls’ Langham Place. 


Shuang Lein Church was full to capacty with over 700 young Chinese christians all 
eager for the word of God. 


Standing in the pulpit with his interpreter Dr. Chow Lein-Hwa by his side Dr. Stott first 
apologised by saying the title of his message had been changed and he would be speaking 
from the book of Acts chapter 2 Vs 42-47. — The title being the Marks of a Spirit Filled 
Church. 


Dr. Stott began by saying we belong to different churches but we all belong to the church 
of Christ, then went on to say it began with Avraham and on the Day of Pentecost the 
church became a spirit filled people, now the church is growing in numbers but not in depth. 
We heard how the first century was a church of study, a teaching and a learning church. 
On that Day of Pentecost the church opened a school and there were 3,000 students. The 
early church did not neglect theology, at Pentecost they sat at the apostles feet and were 
eager to learn. 


As the first mark of a Spirit Filled Church was a Church of Learning we were then told 
the second mark was The Church’s Fellowship, Acts 2:42. Dr. Stott reminded us that the 
early christians were generous, they sold their possessions. We were told we should care for 
the poor and needy, he went on to say that in the world to-day 10,000 die each day of 
starvation. Generosity being the mark of a spirit filled people. 


The third mark. The Church’s Worship. Dr. Stott said Worship can be Formal and 
Informal. The early christians worshipped both in the Temple and in Homes, they separated 
the Temple Service with Home Meetings. We should do the same by having service in the 
church and meetings in homes. In home meetings the young people can join in with singing. 
It was pointed out that the early church was a joyful church. 


The fourth mark was that the Church was to Evangelise, Acts 2:47. 


The early church added to the church daily, and this we were told could not have been 
done without the Power of Christ. 


Dr. Stott ended by talking about Relationships, he went on to say the early christians 
were related to the apostles, and they were related to each other. They were a loving people 
a loving church, they were related to God with joy and reverence. 

Dr. Stott’s message was a real inspiration to the young people of Taiwan. 


K. Langton-Smith 
Taipei, Taiwan. ual 


Miss K. Langton-Smith has been 18 years in Taiwan. She is a regular communicant member 
of St. John’s Cathedral. 


The Reverend Dr. John Stott, was educated at Rugby School and Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. From 1950 to 1975 he was Rector of All Souls’ Church, Langham Place. A fine 
scholar, he has written several books, and conducts seminars and missions in many parts 
of the world. He is an honorary chaplain to the Queen, and was recently awarded a Lam- 
beth Doctorate of Divinity for out-standing service in the cause of mission. He is a keen 
ornithologist. 


From the Editor’s desk. 


April 22: Coming home on a very crowded bus, a practising Buddhist sat quietly telling 
his beads. Oblivious to the noise and turmoil, serenity and detachment stamped 
his face. 

27: On the anniversary of Bishop James Wong Chang Ling’s death, I said a Requiem 
Mass at Friendship House in the Epiphany Chapel. Some 23 were present. 

29: A Yorkshire Vicar has bought a reduntant mill as a “palace for the unemployed’’. 
2,000 jobless people in the area can rent small units to work at their own crafts 
and skills. 
Bishop G. Edward Haynsworth who spent 20 years in Central America as Bishop 
of Nicaragua and Bishop-in-Charge of El Salvador, is to succeed the Revd. 
Samuel Van Culin at the ‘Missionary’ desk in ‘815’. 
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Visit to Hsin Pu with my old amah — Mrs. Lee En. Jin from Sabah. Looking 
at Bishop Wong’s resting place under the altar of the Advent Church, she said 
quite simply — “I think Bishop Wong must be pleased we have come to see his 
tomb”. 

Mother and father of a cold for over a fortnight! 

A small Chinese boy came up to me in the middle of the Mass and solemnly 
presented me with — a sweet — his ‘offertory’. 

Nature red in tooth and claw. On the window screen, a spider captured by a 
large wasp, was trying in vain to spin a line of escape. With a tooth-prick, I 
managed to free the ‘little body’, much to the chagrin of its captor ... and 
thereby hangs a tale . . how little nations have been gobbled up by stronger and 
more powerful ones! 


Took a visitor to the Palace Museum. Rather amusingly one exhibit had the 
caption — ‘““The Celestial Minstrel” and underneath — ‘Sung Dynasty’. 
The June Convocation of Tainan Theological College conferred a Doctorate 


of Divinity (honoris causa) on Bishop James Pong, who is still sick in hospital in 
Hong Kong. (please continue to have him in your prayers). It was received on 
his behalf by Dean Samuel Chen. 

As children are all keyed up for examinations, it is reported that an exam- 
ination paper of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) has been discovered in Shantung, 
North China. It was written by the top ranking or “‘Chuang-yuan”’ (4K7c) 
test candidate, Chao Ping Chung, in the Hanlin Academy. The paper had turned 
yellow but the silk covers were still intact, and the 2,460 characters “‘as clear as 
print. 

Quite an earthquake. 7.2 on the Richter Scale. “up and down: left and right” 
. . as the Chinese say. 

The Youth Group came and prepared ‘dumplings’ for lunch and ate loads of 
water-melon . . . interspersed by songs and throbbing guitars! 


The very hot summer continues-temperatures averaging 35 C. 

John Hapgood, a notable scholar, and Bishop of Durham, has been nominated 
ds the new Archbishop of York (U. K.). 

Took pre-ordination Retreat at the Benedictine Community’s House in Tan Sui. 
Bees, birds, butterflies, flowers, fruits, vegetables .. . all creation... confirmed 
the message on one tree bark — “Christ is risen’’. Ina much improved compound, 
the Sisters have now a simple but very moving “Stations of the Cross”, — leading 
to the peaceful resting place of departed members of the order. Overlooking 


the river, it was reminiscent of Isaac Watts’ lines: 
— “Could we but climb where Moses stood 
And view the landscape o’er, 
Not Jordan’s stream, nor death’s cold flood, 
Should fright us from the shore’’. 
An added joy was meeting Fr. Ignazio Tchou, S. J., who was taking a retreat 
for the novices. 


25: St. James’ Day. Visit to St. Luke’s, Hua Lien, where Dr. Yu Shen was keeping 


Sunday 


the 4th anniversary of his ordination to the auxiliary ministry as a deacon. 
Though it was a weekday, 23 were present at the Mass. 


July 10: (Pentecost 9). In St. Paul’s Church, Kaohsiung, Mr. Lin Ying Chiu was made 


Deacon, and Deacon Chen Hung Hsing was ordained Priest, before a congregation 
representative of most parts of the diocese. -Deacon Lin will serve in St. Paul’s 
Church, Kaohsiung, and St. Michael’s House, Tainan, whilst Fr. Chen is posted to 
St. Luke’s Church, Hua Lien. 


August 11-13: At the Clergy gathering in Tunghai University, Tai Chung, the Bishop 


reported on his various visits to the U.S.A. and to the World Council of Churches 
Assembly in Vancouver, Fr. Charles Chen on his studies in Sewanee, Fr. Wang 
(Tainan Theological College) on his visit to various conferences in the States 
(“ ten cities in 40 days! ”’) , whilst Dean Chen, Fr. Chien, Fr. Liu, and Fr. Chee, 
recounted their experiences at various Church meetings to which they were 
delegates—also in the U.S.A. 

Father Chen Hung Hsing said his first Mass and spoke of Christians as the ‘light’ 
and ‘salt’ of the world. 

Father Samuel Liao (shortly to leave for study in New Zealand) spoke of ‘unity’ 
in the Body of Christ. 


24: Feast of St. Bartholomew. the Bishop instituted Fr. Chen Hung Hsing as Priest- 


PES: 


in-Charge of St. Luke’s, Hua Lien. 

The grape vine teils me that Archbishop Lu Kwong (head of Fu Jen-the R.C. 
University) and a fine Chinese classical scholar is hard at work organizing a 
symposium of some 25 world renowned men of learning (to take place in 
September) to mark the 400th anniversary of Matteo Ricci’s landing in China. 


NEWS FROM HSINPU JUNIOR COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY. 


Mr. C. K. Yen, former President of the Republic of China, donated from his personal 
collections 400 volumes of precious books to the library of St. John’s & St. Mary’s Institute 
of Technology (SJSMIT), in March, 1983. The books have been cataloged and arranged on 
special shelves for circulation. According to Mr. Yen’s secretary, more books will be given 
to SJSMIT in the near future. Mr. Yen is an alumnus of St. John’s University, Shanghai, 
China, a prestige University funded by the Episcopal Church in 1879. 


The Rt. Rev. Andrew Y. Y. Chu, former Bishop of the Diocese of Yun-nan & Kwei-chou 
of the China Episcopal Church initiated a scholarship for outstanding students at SJSMIT 
in the amount of US$ 1,000 a year for five years starting from 1984. 


President Y. J. Hsia of SJSMIF has expressed his deep gratitude to both Mr. Yen and 
the Rt. Rev. Chu. At the same time, President Hsia hopes that their kindness would set 
examples for more generous donations coming from other sources for the education of the 
students at SJSMIT. 


Mr. Paul Miller, who taught English for a year or so at Tung Wu University, has expressed 


interest in coming to teach at St. John’s and St. Mary’s. 


Alison Titley (A Church Missionary Society volunteer from England) taught English for 
2 years at Hsinpu. On the 16th April 1983 she married the Reverend Hugh wvurton (aC.M.S. 
volunteer who had worked in Japan) at the Church of St. Nicholas, Durham City, U.K. 


She was a regular communicant at Good Shepherd Church, as was her friend Marie 
Richards, — now a Postulant in the Community of the Holy Paraclete, Whitby, U.K. Happily 
Marie was able to attend the wedding to give a Taiwan touch to a very happy occasion. 
Mr. and Mrs. Burtom are now working in the Diocese of Leicester. 
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the Reverend and Mrs. Hugh Burton. Sister Marie — P.H.P. — 
Talking to the bridesmaids after the wedding. 


SOME THOUGHTS ON STEWARDSHIP 


— Tony Price 
‘“‘Let’s talk a bit about Stewardship—but let’s first talk a bit about you. In order to ex- 
plore the relationship between you, God, and your church community . .. 
Take this simple test and see if it tells you anything about yourself; 


FIRST QUESTION: Why am [a Christian??? 
You can write your answer on the dotted line if you like; if some choices would help, 


here are a few popular ones: 


It can’t hurt 

Habit 

I like belonging to organizations 
For the children’s sake 

For my salvation 

To help others 

To do God’s work 


a 


SECOND QUESTION: Why am I an ANGLICAN Christian? 

Whatever your answer, it probably indicates that you chose the Anglican form of 
Christianity because it best suits your personality. If this is true, then the following genera- 
lities about Anglicans doubtless fit you to a greater or lesser degree: 


Conservative, traditional, reserved, private; you intellectualize, and you use reason 
more than emotion in your decision process. 


THIRD QUESTION: Can I become a better Christian? 


Assuredly the answer is “‘yes!”’ but how?? 


Before attempting to relate your answers to the topic, please allow me to bear witness 
to a traumatic event that overtook my family and me several years ago... 


One day with little warning, we suffered a catastrophic business failure which left us 
financially destitute in a foreign place and very heavily in debt. We were, in fact, ship- 
wrecked on Puerto Rico with no home, jobs, nor school for our children... 


The lucky side to this event was that we had lived in Puerto Rico several years before 
and friends from our former Anglican parish came to our aid with food and shelter, but 
still on our shoulders was an insurmountable debt to work off, not to mention making 
current expenses. 


Many times over the succeeding two years, we considered declaring personal bankruptcy, 
so hard was it to stave off the wolves at the door. 


In the middle of those bleak days, we happened to be at our church’s annual steward- 
ship meeting one day, and the speaker introduced a new concept that we, as Anglicans, had 
never considered before: tithing. 


Now in our position at the time, with income never meeting expenses, plus our debt 
backlog, giving 5% of our gross income to the church seemed so farfetched a concept that 
we couldn’t fathom it. We did manage to make contributions to the church, of course, 
but generally they were minimal, and not very risky. 


Nevertheless the speaker had inspired us. He firmly believed in tithing, and the hap- 
piness it gave him was most apparent. So we pledged 5% of our gross income beginning the 
following new year, and during the last days of December — with Christmas expenses added 
to the rest-wondered a million times how we would ever be able to comply with our pledge. 


The first Sunday in January we wrote a check to the church for 5% of January’s gross 
pretax income, and with the other bills we already knew of saw that we would be about a 


week-and-a-half’s income short to survive the month. 
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Around January 15th a letter arrived from an almost forgotten relative in England 
enclosing a check for us. Hello?!?? This was certainly unexpected!! 


In February, after we tithed again, I received a promotion and a raise. And so it went, 
and has gone, ever since. Although it took us two more years to clear the debts, we never 
again ran short in a given month. Many were touch-and-go, mind you, but we have always 
paid the church first each month ever since, and we never worry about money any more. 


Tithing makes you feel wonderful, as well! — it’s a big commitment, as big as any you 
might make to your family, but it’s a great achievement too. 


Tying my story to the test you took awhile ago won’t be hard now, will it?? We con- 
servative Anglicans are a bit hard to approach sometimes about things like supporting our 
church, but any priest knows that faith of this sort really works. 


. . . Sometimes it’s hard to recognize opportunities when they come along, but it’s often 
just a habit to deny request for one’s money and time. 


I wish for everyone the real joy that goes with tithing, and urge you all to think about 
it in your good old Anglican way! And don’t just tithe your wealth; tithe your time and 
your talent as well. If your commitment is genuine, you will certainly be rewarded in kind, 


” 


many times over... 
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Mr. Price was director of Stewardship at Good Shepherd Church in 1983-when the average 
pledge increased by 100%. 


The photograph shows Mr. and Mrs. Price and their family at Deborah’s graduation at Taipei 
American School on the 9th June 1983. (Melinda—the eldest daughter was not present—as 
she is at university in the States). 


Correspondence 


From the Reverend Glen Bowersox of the East Asia Foundation 


Dear Canon Briggs, 


In recent years, my secular assignment with the Asia Foundation has taken me at least 
once a year to Taiwan. This has given me opportunity — as one who is also a priest — to see 
something of the Church’s work and outreach. The Bishop and clergy (most especially, you) 
and the people have been most hospitable during these periodic visits. 


The Asia Foundation is an American private, grant-giving organization with representa- 
tion in most Asian countries, including Taiwan. The aims of the Foundation are to assist 
Asian institutions and organizations in monetary and material ways — responding to their 
initiatives rather than having projects of our own. Thus, we seek to encourage Asians in 
finding Asian solutions to Asian problems. 


By 


My own assignment is a bit apart from our main activities. I serve as the Coordinator 
of a scheme known as the Luce Scholars Program. This is a project of the Henry Luce 
Foundation in New York, but it is implemented in Asia by the Asia Foundation. Under 
this program, fifteen young Americans in various professions are assigned to internships in 
Asia each year with Asian organizations for a year of professional growth and cultural enrich- 
ment. For the past seven years, I have served as the liaison between to two foundation and 
as the principal counselor to the Luce Scholars themselves. 


One of the joys of this assignment is the opportunity it gives me to visit the Church in 
East and Southeast Asia in the course of my travels. As a priest of the Church, I take joy in 
the growth of Christ’s work in Asia; and I accept the responsibility to tell parishioners in 
America about the flowering of the Church in many places. Church people in local parishes 
back home need to be reminded from time to time that the Anglican Communion is a 
world-wide group of sister churches. In this way. I hope that the Church in Taiwan and 
elsewhere in Asia can be united with our congregations in the American Church in a fellow- 
ship of prayer and mutual support. 


I am grateful for the hospitality shown me by the Church in Taiwan. You all are 
regularly in my prayers, as I trust I and the Church in America are in yours. 


In Christ’s name, 
a ff ve 4 
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Glen Bowersox 
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The Ordination of Samuel Lin Ying Chhiu as Deacon, and Luke Chen Hung Hsing 
as Priest in St. Paul’s Church, Kaohsiung, — 10th July 1983. 
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Rev. Luke H.H. CHEN & Family 
(The eldest child — a daughter — was not present when the photograph was taken) 
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